	[image: image1.png]




	DRA

Division of Ratepayer Advocates

California Public Utilities Commission
Dana S. Appling, Director
	505 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94102

Phone: (415) 703-2544
Fax: (415) 703-2057
http://dra.ca.gov



DATA REQUEST

Southern California Gas Company

Application No. 08-09-023
Date:
November 7, 2008
Due Date:  November 24, 2008

	To: 
	Rasha Prince

Regulatory Manager, A.08-09-023
Southern California Gas Company
555 West Fifth Street

Los Angeles, CA  90013
	Phone: (213) 244-5141
E-mail: rprince@sempra.com
E-mail: spatrick@sempra.com   

E-mail:  

E-mail:  




	From:
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Data Request No:  SCG A0809023-003
Originated by:  Chris Blunt
Phone: (415) 703-1862
Subject:  Operational Benefits in Exhibit No. SCG-3.
Please provide the following information as it becomes available but no later than November 24, 2008.  If you are unable to provide the information by this date, please provide a written explanation to the originator by November 17, 2008 as to why the response date cannot be met and your best estimate of when the information can be provided.  If you have any questions regarding this data request, please call the originator at the above phone number.  Please also indicate the name of the person answering each of DRA’s questions.  In each and every response to the data request question(s), please provide cross-references to the testimony, workpapers, and a hardcopy of any supporting material.  Fully explain any calculations, assumptions inherent in the calculations, and any other assumptions supporting your response.
Background:  Table III-11 at the top of page III-28 shows an average total meter reading workforce of 723.  Line 8 on page III-28 states, “During 2007, SoCalGas employed an average of about 970 meter readers.”  Lines 3 and 4 on page III-29 state, “SoCalGas estimates that at the end of the AMI deployment period the meter reading workforce reductions will total approximately 768 FTEs.”  Lines 7 and 8 on page III-29 state, “SoCalGas began using a predominantly part-time meter reader workforce beginning in 1998.”  Lines 11 through 14 on page III-29 state in part, “except in certain geographic areas where meters are difficult to access and therefore more costly to read.  During the past three years, SoCalGas has installed approximately 150,000 drive-by AMR modules on these gas meters.”   
Request No. 1:  Please answer the following questions associated with SoCalGas’ meter reading workforce:

1. How many part-time and full time meter readers did SoCalGas employ in 2006 and 2007?

2. How many part-time and full time meter readers will SoCalGas employ at the end of the AMI deployment period, e.g., January 1, 2016?
3. Please list the responsibilities of the remaining meter reader’s (both part-time and full time) at the end of the AMI deployment period, e.g., January 1, 2016?
4. Please list the fully loaded salaries of all part-time and full time meter readers in 2006 and 2007.   

5. Does SoCalGas plan to re-train displaced employees to fill new areas of work created by AMI?  If so, please provide a reference in Testimony and/or Workpapers for all re-training cost.  

Request No. 2:  Does SoCalGas read all meters in its service territories every month?  If not please explain.

Request No. 3:  What were SoCalGas’ total costs to read all meters in its service territories in 2006 and 2007?  

Request No. 4:  How many total meters did SoCalGas read in 2006 and 2007 in its service territories?
Request No. 5:  Please respond to the following questions associated with SoCalGas’ efforts with other water agencies/utilities/companies to automatically read meters.
1. Are there any service territories where SoCalGas personnel read water meters for water agencies/utilities/companies? 

2. If the answer to (1) is yes, how much does SoCalGas charge to read a water meter for water agencies/utilities/companies?

3. Will SoCalGas’ proposed AMI system support automated reads for water meters?  If not, please explain.
4. Please provide a complete list of all water agencies/utilities/companies in SoCalGas’ service territories.

5. Please provide an update on discussions/arrangements/contracts between SoCalGas and water agencies/utilities/companies to explore potential use of its AMI system for water meter reads.
6. Please state the goals and objectives of the contemplated pilot for reading gas and water meters.  If possible, please also indicate the cost, potential water utilities that might be involved, and the number of water meters could be included in the pilot.
7. Please provide the incremental system cost to serve 4 million subcontracted reads per day through SoCalGas’ AMI system.
Request No. 6:  Please respond to the following questions associated with SoCalGas’ 150,000 drive-by AMR modules.

1. In which service territories and/or geographical areas does SoCalGas read the 150,000 drive-by AMR meters?
2. Does SoCalGas read the 150,000 drive-by AMR meters with part-time or full time meter readers?

3. How often does SoCalGas read the 150,000 drive-by AMR meters? 

4. Please provide the fully loaded salaries of the part-time and/or full time meter readers SoCalGas employed to read the 150,000 drive-by AMR meters in 2006 and 2007.

5. Will SoCalGas read the 150,000 drive-by AMR meters during the AMI deployment period as well as after full AMI deployment?
6. At the end of the AMI deployment period, e.g., January 1, 2016, how many part-time and/or full time meter readers will SoCalGas employ to read the 150,000 drive-by AMR meters?
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