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TURN Data Request to SoCalGas

Data Request Number: TURN-SCG-12 
(Distribution Capital)
Date Sent: June 10, 2011
Date Due: June 24, 2011

Please provide the name of the witness/responder.
For any questions requesting numerical recorded data, please provide all responses in working excel spreadsheet format if so available.
For any question requesting documents, please interpret the term broadly to include any and all hard copy or electronic documents or records in SoCalGas’ possession.

1. Please provide SoCal’s latest distribution capital budget.
2. Regarding the New business budget (GOM-CWP-1)
a. Please provide a narrative explanation as to why unit costs were higher in 2006-2007 than in 2008-2009.  
b. Please update the chart on GOM-CWP-1 for 2010 actual meter sets and actual labor and non-labor inflation-adjusted costs.
3. Regarding trench reimbursement costs (GOM-CWP-3):
a. Please explain why these costs were higher in 2007 than in other years.
b. Please provide actual trench reimbursement costs in 2010.
c. Please provide the number of units where the customer provides the trench and where the utility provides the trench for each year from 2005-2010.
4. Regarding forfeitures (GOM-CWP-4):
a. Please provide a narrative description of the timeline when customer advances for construction are no longer deemed refundable.  
b. Provide any data on the vintages of customer advances for construction as issued and refunded in each year from 1999-2009.  We are providing a chart (the recorded data at the top of the page) prepared by Southern California Edison in its General Rate Case to provide guidance in the type of information we are attempting to obtain.
c. Is the average in real or nominal dollars?  If in nominal dollars, please explain why, given that forfeitures are for newer and more expensive projects every year.
d. Please discuss the impact of the decrease in allowances and resulting increase in advances in 1998 on the rate of forfeitures in later years relative to earlier years of the 2005-2009 period.
e. Please identify the amount of new business forfeitures in 2010.

5. Please provide the most current estimates of schedule and cost for the Twenty-nine Palms project (GOM-CWP-5).
6. Regarding meters and gauges (GOM-CWP-6 and 7):
a. Please provide the number of meters purchased in each year from 2005-2010.
b. Please provide recorded costs in 2010 (labor and non-labor).
c. Please provide the number of actual new meter sets and meter replacements in each year from 2005-2010.
d. Please provide a narrative description of the basis for the forecast of meter replacements and any quantitative calculations made by SoCal to obtain the forecast.
7. Regarding regulators (GOM-CWP-8 and 9):
a. Please provide a narrative description of the basis for the forecast of new regulator installations and any quantitative calculations made by SoCal to obtain the forecast.  
b. If not provided in part (a), please reconcile the number of new business regulators to SoCal’s forecast of new meter sets in SCG-30. 
c. Please provide a narrative description of the basis for the forecast of regulator replacements and any quantitative calculations made by SoCal to obtain the forecast.
8. Regarding Electronic Pressure measurement (GOM-CWP-10 and 11):
a. Please provide the number of units installed each year from 2005-2010 recorded and the cost in 2010 recorded.
b. Please explain why 2005 costs were so much higher than other years.
c. Please identify the new historical ratio in SoCal’s forecast.
9. Regarding gas pressure betterment (GOM-CWP-17ff.) 
a. Please provide historical gas pressure betterment project spending from 1996-2004 in nominal and constant dollars.
b. Please provide a narrative explanation as to why expenditures on betterment projects were so much higher in 2006 than in other years from 2005-2009.
c. Is there any relationship between pressure betterment and gas demand added to the system or the number of gas customers added to the system?  Please explain.
d. Please provide actual system betterment spending for 2010.
e. Please provide the most current list of “specific pressure betterment projects and the estimated year in which the projects will need to be constructed.”
f. Please identify the incremental costs of permitting in Sediment Sensitive Watersheds actually experienced in 2010 (with permits starting July 1, 2010).
g. Please provide the calculation of the five-year average number of projects needing the water quality permit, including the number in each year.

10. Regarding Gas Instrument Replacements (GOM-CWP-12 and 13): 
a. Please provide actual spending in 2010 divided into labor and non-labor. 
b. Please provide more information on the forecast number of units and cost per unit in 2010-2012. Specifically explain why the unit cost more than doubled in 2012.
11. Regarding Electronic Pressure Monitors (new and replacement - GOM-CWP-14 through CWP-17):
a. Please identify all O&M savings from conversion from paper charts to electronic devices.  Explain where they are included in the distribution budget.
b. Please identify the number of EPMs in service on SoCal’s system at the beginning of 2005 and at the end of each year from 2005-2010; the number purchased in each year from 2005-2010, and the number of failed or damaged EPMs in each year from 2005-2010.
c. Please identify the labor and non-labor actual cost in 2010.
d. Please identify the number of non-EPM charts that could be subject to EPM replacement in the future at the beginning of 2005 and the end of each year from 2005-2010.
e. Please explain the extremely rapid increase in the forecast of the number of failed or damaged EPMs. 
12. Regarding Distribution Pressure Betterment (GOM-CWP-18 and 19):
a. Please provide actual spending from 2000-2004 in 2009 dollars divided into labor and non-labor.
b. Please provide actual spending in 2010 in 2009 dollars divided into labor and non-labor.
c. Please provide any analysis conducted by SoCal correlating betterment spending with either (a) spending on new business; (b) meter sets; or (c) changes in demand.
13. Regarding Distribution Main Replacement (GOM-CWP-20 through 22) 
a. Please provide 2010 distribution main replacement spending divided into labor and non-labor.
b. Please provide the number of feet of main replaced (divided into plastic and steel if available) for each year from 2005-2010.
14. Regarding Abandonment of Mains and Services (GOM-CWP 23 and 24):
a. Please provide 2010 expenses in 2009 dollars divided into labor and non-labor.
b. Please provide 2000-2004 expenses in 2009 dollars divided into labor and non-labor.
c. Please explain why costs were lower in 2008-2009 than in 2005-2007 for this cost category.
d. Identify any correlations between abandonment of mains and new meter sets or other aspects of economic activity.

15. Regarding Distribution Service Replacement (GOM-CWP 25 and 26):
a. Please provide 2010 distribution service replacement spending in 2009 dollars divided into labor and non-labor.
b. Please provide the number of services replaced for each year from 2005-2010
16. Regarding Freeway Relocations (GOM-WP-26 through 29)
a. Please provide 2010 spending in 2009 dollars divided into labor and non-labor.
b. Please provide the current status of each the timing of pipe relocation for each freeway project for which SoCal estimated costs of $400,000 or more on GOM-WP-27 and 28 and any other projects associated with the 405 Freeway widening in Los Angeles.
17. Regarding Cathodic Protection spending (GOM-WP-30 and 31)
a. Please provide 2010 spending in 2009 dollars divided into labor and non-labor.
b. Please provide the calculations supporting the upward trend in spending for 2010-2012.
c. Please identify the number of deep wells drilled in each year from 2005-2010 and their average cost per well.
d. Please explain why SoCal expects the cost of deep wells to continue to increase after 2009.
e. Please provide the calculations supporting the upward trend in spending for 2010-2012 including any tests of statistical significance conducted.
18. Regarding Meter Guard spending (GOM-WP- 32):
a. Please provide 2010 spending in 2009 dollars divided into labor and non-labor.
b. Please provide the calculations supporting the upward trend in spending for 2010-2012 including any tests of statistical significance conducted.
19. Regarding Distribution Regulator Stations (GOM-WP-33 and 34):
a. Please provide 2010 spending in 2009 dollars divided into labor and non-labor.
b. Please explain why there appear to be economies of scale in regulator station spending; when SoCal replaces more stations, the unit cost declines (comparing 2007 and 2008 data with 2005, 2006, and 2009 data).
c. For each replacement in 2005-2009, provide (a) an identifier; (b) some measure or measures of size or complexity of the station used by SoCal in the normal course of business; (c) the cost of the replacement (in nominal and 2009 dollars).
d. For each replacement currently identified for 2010-2012, provide (a) an identifier and (b) some measure or measures of size or complexity of the station used by SoCal in the normal course of business.
20. Regarding Supply Line Replacements (GOM-CWP-35 and 36):
a. Please identify cost drivers for supply line replacement and identify any correlations of these replacements with new business or other spending or with gas demand.
b. Please provide the current status of each of the eight projects on GOM-CWP-35.  
c. Please explain why gross costs were higher in 2005-2007 than in 2008-2009.  Identify specific large projects, if any, that caused these results.
d. Please provide 2010 actual spending (labor and non-labor) and the amount of direct cash credits.
21. Regarding Other Distribution Projects (GOM-CWP-37 and 38):
a. Please explain why gross costs were higher in 2006-2007 and net costs were higher in 2006.  Identify specific large projects that caused these results.
b. Please provide 2010 actual spending (labor and non-labor) and the amount of direct cash credits.
22.  Regarding Franchise Relocations (GOM-CWP 39-40):
a. Please identify the basis for SoCal’s statements that municipalities in its service area will see “improving economic conditions?”  Provide any quantitative support for the statement.
b. Please identify the basis for SoCal’s statements that municipalities in its service area will see “availability of funding to municipalities?”  Provide any quantitative support for the statement.
c. SoCal states that “Therefore, SCG is requesting funding equal to the five year trend (2005 through 2009) for 2010 through 2012, as it is most representative of future work requirements and expected expenditures.”  Please provide the calculations supporting the upward trend in spending for 2010-2012 including any tests of statistical significance conducted.
d. Please provide actual costs in 2010 divided into labor and non-labor in 2009 dollars.
23. Please provide the current status of SoCal’s request to purchase Optical Imaging Units (GOM-CWP-41 and 42)?  When, if at all are purchases expected, and are the same number of units still expected to be purchased?
24. Are there any savings in operating costs for leak detection if optical imaging units are purchased?
25. Regarding Distribution Field Support (GOM-CWP-49 and 50).
a. Please fill out the chart on page GOM-CWP-50 for the year 2010.
b. Please provide non-labor costs for 2005-2010.
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