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TURN Data Request to SoCalGas

Data Request Number: TURN-SCG-10 
(Economic and Demographic Forecasting Variables)
Date Sent: April 27, 2011
Date Due: May 11, 2011

Please provide the name of the witness/responder.
For any questions requesting numerical recorded data, please provide all responses in working excel spreadsheet format if so available.
For any question requesting documents, please interpret the term broadly to include any and all hard copy or electronic documents or records in SoCalGas’ possession.
1. Please provide in electronic form, all variables used to construct all econometric and other forecasts of meters in Exhibit SCG-30 and its workpapers, including historical variables used in estimation and forecast future variables.  Identify the date at which recorded data end and the  forecast begins.

2. Please update all recorded historical data on variables used to construct all econometric forecasts of meters and customers to the latest available data (at least the end of 2010 if possible)..  The data should include recorded data on active meters, new sets removes, reset seasonal, and resets.

3. In the normal course of business, does SoCal Gas prepare and update forecasts of meters and customers. If so, please provide all such forecasts and updates prepared since January 1, 2009.  Please identify which of those forecasts is the basis for the GRC forecast.

4. Please provide information on the source of SoCal Gas’ historical building permits (identifying which counties and municipalities are used to compute the single-family and multi-family building permits used in the analysis and the source of the data).

5. Please provide information on the source of SoCal Gas’ historical commercial  and industrial employment figures (identifying which counties and municipalities are used to compute the employment figures used in the analysis, whether any scaling was used from a portion of SoCal’s service area to the whole, the relevant SIC codes included in each, and the source of the data).

6. Are the non-farm employment figures in SCG-31 on both a historical and forecast basis from a consistent data source with the commercial and industrial figures used in SCG-30?  If not, reconcile them.

7. Please provide documentation supporting the forecast of inactive residential and commercial meters on SCG-30, SRW-WP-2, including the “seasonal and multi-year historical patterns” mentioned on SCG-30, page SRW-3.  Explain whether the number of inactive meters has been affected by the recent recession and housing crisis and whether SoCal plans to update for this information.

8. Please provide documentation supporting the forecast of meter removes, resets, and seasonal resets.

9. Re: SCG-30, page SRW-2, Please provide detailed quantitative workpapers showing mathematically how the” six-county new-housing and employment forecast was then scaled to better reflect the total economic and demographic characteristics of SoCalGas’ service area, based on recent recorded data for the aggregated twelve-county area that SoCalGas serves.”

10. Please provide all IHS Global Insight Regional forecasts containing the employment and building permit information used in SCG-30 and SCG-31 that have been provided to SoCal Gas subsequent to the February 2009 forecast referenced on page 2 of SCG-30.  

11. Please explain why SoCal Gas has used no recorded data later than the end of 2008 and has used a February 2009 economic forecast for a rate case where the NOI was filed late in 2010.  

12. Identify the corporate officer who approved the decision to cut off recorded data on economic and demographic variables and numbers of customers at the end of 2008 and who approved the use of the February 2009 Global Insight forecast without further updates instead of a later forecast.  Provide all documentation given to that officer to support SoCal’s decision to do this.



