OIR ON THE COMMISSION’S OWN MOTION TO ADOPT NEW SAFETY AND RELIABILITY REGULATIONS FOR NATURAL GAS TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION PIPELINES AND RELATED RATEMAKING MECHANISMS                                      (R.11-02-019)

(DATA REQUEST DRA-DAO-08)
______________________________________________________________________


QUESTION DAO8-1:

Exhibit Reference: Chapter IV, SoCalGas/SDG&E Prepared Testimony in R.11-02-019

And Chapter IX, Cost Workpapers

In the response to the data request, DRA-DAO-01 through 04, Sempra provided the installation dates for the pipeline segments in the proposed pipeline safety enhancement plan.  For some pipeline segments, the installation date spans several years.  For each of the pipeline segments identified, please provide a detailed explanation of the reasons why the installation date spans multiple years.

RESPONSE DAO8-1:
The installation date of a pipe segment reflects the date in which that particular segment was first placed in service.  There are a number of reasons why a given pipeline could have segments that were installed in different years.  

In some instances a pipeline is installed and placed in service in phases that span multiple years.  There are also cases in which a pipeline, after being installed, is extended in order to reach new customers.  In addition, over the course of a pipeline’s operational life, segments may periodically require replacement as part of a relocation, retrofit, repair, or other operational necessity.  

When the new pipe segment is installed and placed in service, a new installation date is assigned to it.  Therefore, one pipeline can have segments with several different installation years.
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